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Tim. Smith. 8 
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The 3 Conrzssiox, 
AND 


EXECUTION 


The Wei ro un 


That Suticr 'd on Wedneſday the 22 of Jan. 16; 75. 
V 1.2, 


Drawn and Hang'd neer Little 


Robert Freeman, 4 Britain, for Murdering his late 
Maſter there. 


At TN 


George Brown, For a Burglary and Felony in 
John Butler, Hatton - garden, taking away 


Richard Mills, 380 ounces of Plate, R_ 


Chriſto. Bruncker,\ Rings and Money, under 
George Kenian, - rence of ſearching fer Papiſts, 


7 For ſtealing an Horle, having been 
William Brain, F burnt in the hand formerly. 


and 


Margaret Wells, St. Gileſes, 


and F yet” Burglary and Felony in 
William Tiney, itechappe 
Francis Jones, ---- For a F elony and Burglary. 


Oiving a true Account of their Deportment i in Priſon 


after Sentence, and laſt Words, as far as material, 
at Exccation : : -Artefted by Mr. Ordinary. 


| | LIGENSED, 


For a Burglary and Felony i in 


Printed ſor Ge L. 167%. 
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| THE 
Covrzss10⁰ and Exzcurion 
OF | 


The Twelve PRISONERS 
That 1 on Hedxeſday the 22th of * 16 7h 


$ thisfhect is EE publick as 4 8 to all that read 

beer is , that they May aveid thiſe deſperate Rocks ; of 

=" Jin, which theſe un yy perſons lamentably ſhipwraeks: 
i. 7 S 2 bas been uſed, that 

e herein related, 75 as neither to abuſe the Deed, # 

_ -miſ-inform the Living. © 


At the lat . — were in all Serien perſons, vi 
Fifteen Men, and Two Women, that received Sentence of Death: 
but Five * them Reon (at leaſt ſor the preſent) His Majeſties 
Ora other 2 this 22. of Fanary, were 
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1 2th. inſtant, he was now Condemned, and came to ſuffer ; which 
was ordered to be in Little Britain, not very far from the place 
where the Fact was committed. Tis ſtrang: arid (au to conſider, 
that not only at his Tryal, but afterwards, ne perſiſted in aſſert- 
ing his Innocence, actwithflanding all the Arguments and Im- 
portunities Mr. Ordinary or other Miniſters.couid uſe, who took 
extraordinary pains in that behalf. Yet cont-ſled the ſum ol all 
that was Evidenc'd againſt him, as that he ſpate thole words 
— O dono not ſpeak, of that Gun, or words to that «ff: 3; that 
there might be Blood on the Gun, &c. but averr'd, that the door | 
when he came down in the Morning, was not Lockt, but only 1 
Lacht, and the Key on the inſide. He diſcourſed very under- 
ſtandingly, and made ſolemu Appeals of his Ignorance , how, or 4 
by what means he came to his end. But the Citcumſtances were L 
fo home andundeniable , that even Charity it ſelf could not credit 
his Aſſcverations. 


Mr. Ordinary on the Lords day took great pains to awaken 
them to a through Conviction of their fins , from two remarka- 
ble and moſt ſuitable Scriptures, viz. in the forendos, Rom. 3. 
19. — For we know that what the Lam ſaith, it ſaith to them that 
are under the Law, that every mouth may be ſtopt, td: all the 
World become gitilty befere God. In the afternoon, from Bſal. 25. ( 
11. For thy Name ſake, O Lord ! pardon my iniquity for it is great. 

And 8 the Evening -Scrmon , inquired what impreſſions of | 

Gods Spirit they found on their hearts from his Miniſterial La- | 
bours that day to which they anſwered, That they boped the Led 

would make it effedlaal to them. | „ | 
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On the Munday likewiſe, Mr. Otdinary viſited them, and on 
the Tueſday they being called together into the great Hall, he and f 
! 

( 


wo other Miniſters came to exhore and pray with them, in or - 
der to fit and prepare them for their great and dreadful change. 
At firſt, many of them appeared, very earneſt to have the SaEra- 
ment of the Lords Supper: Adminifired to them: de pee K 
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Ordinary, and another able Minitier , opening the nature of that 
' Ordinance , their urpreparedneſs, ſcandalouſneſs, &c. uſed moſt 


eſſectual Arguments why, it was neither ncceſſary or convenient 
for them, under their circumſtances yet withal, declaring their 
tenderneſs in no wiſe to debar-them of any thivg that might be 


"neceſſary or expedient for their Salvation : ſo that after above half 


an hours pains, the Priſoners in general declared, rhat they were 


fatish:d, and did not difire i. Alter ſatistaction given in that 
particular, a very worthy Miniſter gave them ſerious advice for © 
their Souls Eternal Happinets,and prayed very earneſtly for them: 
which being performed , Mr. Ordinary, (as his uſual manner is) 


did earnettly de ſire of them, to conſider of the great concerns of 
their Everlaſtivg Condition; in order whereunto, he required: a 


particular account from every one of them, what hope they had, 
(after all Counſels and Prayers) of their fucure happy eſtate: 


whcreunto every one gave a.particular account thereof , moſt- of 
them confeſſing and bewailiog their precedent 1 courſe of life, 
which might provoke the Lord to leave them to themſelves, to 
fall into thoſe Crimes for which they were juſtly Condemned: 
Som: in particular conſeſſiug their Profanation of the Lords day, 


Diſubedience to Patents, Dtunkenneſs, mixing with bid Come 


pany 3 the fin of Swearing, and other Vices of the Tongue. One 
acknowledged, that he had for two years laft paſt; prayed eatneſtly 
to the Lord, to be preſerved from the Tempiations of his looſe 
Compa nions; but not ſetting a ſufficient watch over his own 
heart, he was not fortified agamſt the aforeſaid Temp:ations, A- 
nother declared, that being in great wants, and having Overtures 
made of ſupplying him by. invading the Proprieties of other men, 
he was over-perſwaded to joyn with them in fuctran Attempt. 
Mr. Ordinary, after all theſe Conſeſſions, earneſtly preſſed them 


to fearch into their hearts, which were naturally fo deceitful,that 


they might not preſume upon a falſe Faith and Repentance 3 and 
then another Miniſter concluded for that time with Prayer. 


* 


Otr 


. . res. 


(6) 


On Wedneſday morning about eight a clock, Robert Freeman 
"was drawn on a Sledge (as is uſual in caſes of Petty Treaſon) to 
Little Britain, where juſt by the Grate was a Gibbet erected: 
He paſſed with a ſolid compoſed countenance , Reading all the 
way 3 and being brought thither, perſiſted in denying the Fact, 
with ſeveral folemn expreſſions , too tedious to be hexe related: 
he repeated the Lords Prayer with much appearance of zeal , as 
likewiſe the Creed , declaring it to be the Articles of his Souls 
belief. Mr. Ordinary prayed with him very affectionately, and 
alſo. he prayed himſelf in good words: he deſired all young Men 
to beware of Ill Company, and private ſins, left God ſhould 
ive them up to the like diſaſtrous end: he expreſſed largely the 


+ love he had to his Maſter, and that he was not privy to, or con- 


© ſcious of any others that might be concerned in his Murther ; but 


tthat ſor his ou part, he freely forgaye all the World, what ever 


thoughts ĩt right have of him when he was dead 5 for he truſted 
he had made his peace with God: and ſo was Executed, moſt 
people with ſorrow. admjring at, and pitying his obſtinacy; for 
ſo we cannot but call his denyal:, after ſuch convincing Evidence. 

Nor want there Examples heretofore of the like reſolutenelſs under 
the greateſt Guilt, in Malefactors that out of hopes of Pardon 
at laſt , or vain- glory to dye pittied, have ſtifled their Conſcien- 
ces, and died with a denial of the Facts, which even before they 
confeſſed to Mr. Ordinary. But we dare not cenſure in ſo ab- 
ſtruſe a matter; himſelf could not deny;but the Witneſſes, Court, 


and Jury, had proceeded fairly ; for Men can but act as things 


appear 3 therefore we leave him to the judgment of that mot 
juſt and all-ſecing God, who righteouſly judggth all the Earth. 


The ſame ſorenoon, in four Carts were the other Eleven con- 
veyed to Tybarn, who when they were all tyed up to the Beam, 
declared tz Mr. Ordinary, and another Miniſter, thoſe particu- 
lar fins, which they did ſhame themſelves for , as the juſt pro- 


voca ion of God, why he ſuffered them to fall into thoſe-foul 
Crimes, for which they now dyed. _ 
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One of the five for the Burglary in Hatton Garden, delive- 
red a paper of his Confeſſion, under his own hand, which he 
deſired might be publiſhed, as ſome evidence of his ſorrow and 
Repentance to the World, the words of which are as fol- 
lows. | 


The firſt eminent ſin which I can remember, was the 
Breach of the Sabbath; then I procceded o keep Com- 
pany, where I learned to carſs and Swear ,* and pro- 
phane Gods Holy Name 3 Lying and Adultery , Dran - 
henneſs, and Diſobedience to my Mother, who ſought* 
by good Connſel to reclaim me; which is the juſt canſe 
my days are ſhortned in this World, I have been guil- 
ty of 4 great many Robberies on the High-way, and 
others beſides this 1 am ſo juſtly Condemned. for. 


Another of the Five confeſſed, that he was guilty of all man- 
ner of ſin , (that of actual Murder and Treaſon excepted) and 
was much humbled for the ſame, eſpecially for his execrable 
Oaths and Curſes , which had been the gpſtomary. Parentheſis 'of - 
his diſcourſes. "A Era © wo. 


They all acknowledged, that the hand of the Lord had righ- 


teouſly brought their Iniquities to light, and themſelves to ſhame 3 - 


they had deſerved to be eternally rejected, for ſeveral other no- 
torious unknown Impieties, but they hoped for the pardon of 
them, by the Merits of Chriſt, upon their Repentance, which is 
in charity apprehended to have been ſincere: they all prayed for 
themſelves, and ſome ver y pathetically, and beyond expectation. 
They deſired Mr. Ordinary in their words, which would not be 
heard ſo well in their on pronunciation, by reaſon of the Mul- 
titude of Spectatours, that he would warn all preſent, by their 


_ calamitousend, to take heed of all fin. . The 


— 
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The Woman in the Morning, on (ome temptation , diſown'd 
that ſhe was guilty of the Burglary for which ſhe ſuff:red 53 but 
at the place of Execution ney Conteſſed it, and deſited pardon 
of God for that Lye in particular. | | 


— ._ 


It was a (ad and moſt aff-Qing Spectacle, to ſee fo many per- 
ſons at once, haftning themſelves to an ignominious Death, by 
the Impietics of their Lives ; to behold ſuch a fight, one would 
think, might.awaken all that ſaw it, to fly from ſuch wickcd 
Practiſes, to leave off their debauched Converſation and bad Com- 
pany, and ſeriouſſy imploring Mercy and forgiveneſs for. paſt 
Iniquities, firenuoufly indeavour to redeem the time for the 
future, and. lead their Lives in Sobriety and Godlineſs 3 which 
God of his infinite goodneſs grant. 6d 
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1 Ido Aueſt the Particulars of this Narrative 
to be true. . | Up 

1 Sam. Smith, 

if 5 Ordinary of Newgate. 
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